
ORDINANCE #65

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SU PPLEMENTING THE MILFORD TOWNSHIP
POR TION  OF T HE QUAKERTOW N A REA ZONING OR DINANC E OF 1975 AS
AMENDED BY REGU LA TING A ND RESTRICTING THE HEIGH T OF ST RUCTURES
AN D OBJECT S OF N AT URA L GROW TH , AND OT HERW ISE REGULATING TH E USE
OF PROPERTY, IN  THE VIC INITY  OF THE QUAKERTOWN AIRPORT BY CREATING
THE APPROPR IATE ZONES AND ESTABLISHING THE BOU NDARIES TH EREOF;
PROVIDING FO R C HAN GES IN THE RESTR ICT IONS AN D BOU NDAR IES OF SUCH
ZONES; DEFINING C ERTAIN T ERMS USED HEREIN; R EFERRING TO THE AIRPORT
ZONING MAP WHICH IS INCORPORATED IN AND MADE A PART OF THIS
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMEN T; PROVIDING FOR SEVER ABILIT Y;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Thi s ordinance is adopted pursuan t to the author ity  conferred by  the A irport Zoni ng Act of 1945,
April 17, P.L.237, 2 P.S. 1550, et seq. as amended, and the Pennsyl vania Municipalities Planning
Code, 1968, Jul y  31, P.L.  805, as amended.  It is her eby  found that  an obstruction has the potenti al
for endangering the lives and proper ty  of users of the Quakertown Ai rport  located in M ilford
Township and property or occupants of land in its vicinity ; that an obstruction may affect existing
and futur e instrument approach m inimum  of Quak ertow n Airport;  and that  an obstruction m ay
reduce the size of areas available for the landing, takeoff, and maneuvering of aircraft, thus tending
to destroy or impair the utility of Quakertown Airport and the public investment therein. 
Accordingly , it i s declared:

(1) That the Quakertown Air port and its surroundings is an airport hazard area within
the mean ing of the A irport Zoni ng Act of Pennsy lvani a;

(2) that the creation or  establishment of an obstruction has the potent ial of being a publ ic
nuisance and may i njure the region served by Q uakertown Air port;

(3) That i t is necessary  in the interest of the publ ic health, public safety , and general
wel fare that the creation or establishment of obstructions that  are a hazard to ai r navigation be
prevented; and 

(4) That the prevention of these obstructions should be accomplished, to the extent
legally possible, by the exercise of the police power without compensation.

It is further  declared that the prevention  of the creation or establ ishment of hazards to air
navigation, the elimination, removal, alteration or mitigation of hazards to air navigation, and
marking and l ighti ng of obstructi ons are publ ic purposes for w hich a pol iti cal subdivi sion may
raise and expend publi c funds and acquire land or  interests in land.

BE IT A ND IT IS HEREBY ORDA INED by the Board of Supervisors of Milford T ownship,
Buck s County , Pennsy lvania, as fol lows:

SECTION I:  SHORT TITLE

Thi s Ordinance shall be known and may  be cited as the Air port Zoning Ar ticle of the Mi lford
Tow nship Port ion of the Quaker town Ar ea Zoning Or dinance of 1975, as amended.

SECTION II



This Ordinance is an amendment and supplement to the Milford Township Portion of the
Quakertown A rea Zoning Ordinance of 1975, as amended (Ordinance #27 as subsequently
amended) and i s incor porated into and made a par t of that Ordinance,  and i s to be admini stered
and enforced in  connection  therew ith .  C urr ent zoning di stricts, boundar ies and use regulations as
they are now set forth in that Ordinance and as they may  be set forth in future amendments to
that Ordinance, continue to be effective notwithstanding the provisions of this Ordinance.  The
Ai rport  Zoning Map which is a part of thi s Ordinance is not a replacement for the Zoning Map of
Mi lford Township which  is a par t of the Mi lford Township Por tion of the Quakertown Area
Zoning Ordinance of 1975, as amended, but is to be read and applied in conjunction with the map. 
It is the intent of th is Ordi nance that it  and the Mi lford Tow nship Port ion of the Quaker town
Ar ea Zoning Ordinance of 1975, as amended,  both apply  to the area included by  thi s Ordinance in
the A irport  Zoning Map.  W here height l imitations or other  regulat ions are more r estri ctive in
one Ordinance than i n the other , the mor e restrictive regulati ons apply .   Th is Ordi nance is to be
administered and enforced as a part of and in connection  wi th the M ilford T ownship Porti on of
the Quakertown Area Zoning Ordinance of 1975, as amended.  

SECTION III:  DEFINITIO NS

As used in this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires:  

1.  A IRPO RT  ELEVATION - 526 feet above mean sea level.

2.  AIRPOR T ZON ING PLANN ING AGENCY - The Agency  appointed by  Mil ford
Township to recommend boundaries of the various zones to be established and the regulations to
be adopted therefor.  The Mil ford Tow nship Planning C ommi ssion as its membership is
composed from tim e to ti me i s hereby  appointed as the A irport  Zoning Pl anni ng A gency .

3.  APPROA CH SU RFA CE - A sur face longitudinal ly  centered on the extended runw ay
centerl ine, extending outw ard and upwar d from the end of the pr imar y  surface and at the same
slope as the approach zone height  limi tation slope set forth in Secti on V of th is O rdinance.   In
plan  the per imeter of the approach  surface coincides wi th the per imeter of the approach  zone.

4.  A PPROA CH, TRA NSITIONAL, H OR IZONTA L, A ND CON ICA L ZONES -
These zones are set forth in Section IV of this Ordinance. 

5.  CON ICAL SUR FAC E - A surface extending outward and upward from the
periphery  of the horizontal surface at a slope of 20 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 4,000 feet.

6.  H AZA RD TO  AIR  NA VIGATION - An obstr uction determined to have a
substantia l adverse effect on the safe and effici ent u til izat ion of the navigable ai rspace.

7.  HEIGHT - For the purpose of determining the height limits in all zones set forth in
thi s Ordinance and show n on the Airport Zoning Map, the datum shall  be mean  sea level
elevation unless otherw ise specified.

8.  H OR IZONTA L SU RFAC E - A hori zontal pl ace 150 feet above the establi shed
airport elevation , the per imeter of which i n plan  coincides w ith the perimeter  of the hor izontal
zone.



9.  NONC ONFORMING USE - As applied to the Airport Zones established by this
Ordinance, the word shall also mean any  pre-existing structur e, object of natural gr owth, or u se of
land w hich i s inconsistent w ith the provisions of this Ordinance or an amendm ent thereto.

10.  NONPRECISION INSTRU MENT RU NW AY - a runway having an existing
instrument approach procedure uti lizi ng air navigation  faciliti es with  only  horizontal gu idance, or
area type navi gation equ ipment,  for w hich  a strai ght-in  nonpreci sion i nstrument approach
procedure has been approved or pl anned.

11.  OBSTRUC TION - Any structure, growth, or other object, including a mobile
object , w hich  exceeds a li mi ting height set  forth  in Sect ion V of th is Ordinance.

12.  PERSON - Any  individual, firm, co-partnership, corporation, company, association,
joint  stock association  or body  polit ic; includes a trustee, a receiver , an assignee, or  a simi lar
representati ve ther eof.

13.  PRIMAR Y SURFA CE - A surface longitudinally centered on a runway .  When the
runw ay  has a special ly  prepared hard surface, the pr imary  surface extends 200 feet  bey ond each
end of that runw ay ; when the runw ay  has no specially  prepared hard surface, or  planned hard
surface,  the pr imary  surface ends at each end of that runw ay .  The w idth of the primary  surface i s
set forth in Section IV of this Ordinance.  The elevation of any point on the primary surface is the
same as the elevat ion of the nearest point on the runw ay  center line.

14.  RUNWAY - A  defined area on  an airpor t pr epar ed for  landi ng and t akeoff of air craft
along its length.

15.  STRU CT UR E - As applied to the Airport Zones established by this Ordinance, the
word shall also mean an object, including a mobile object, constructed or installed by man,
including but without limitation, buildings, towers, cranes, smokestacks, earth formation, and
overhead t ransmission li nes.

16.  TRA NSITIONAL SURFAC ES - These surfaces extend outward at 90 degr ee angles
to the runw ay  center line and the runw ay  center line extended at  a slope of seven (7) feet
hor izontal ly  for each foot ver tica lly  from the sides of the pr imary  and approach  surfaces to w here
they intersect the horizontal and conical surfaces.  Transitional surfaces for those portions of the
preci sion approach sur face, which  project through and bey ond the li mi ts of the conical sur face,
extend a di stance of 5,000 feet measured hori zontal ly  from the edge of the approach sur face and at
90 degree angles to the extended runw ay  center line.

17.  TREE - Any  object of natural growth.

18.  UTILITY R UN WA Y - A runway  that is constructed for and intended to be used by
propell er dr iven air craft of 12,500 pounds maximum gross w eight  and less.

19.  VISUAL R UN WA Y - A runway  intended solely for the operation of aircraft using
visual appr oach  procedures.

20.  ZONING HEARING BOARD - The Zoning Heari ng Board of Mil ford Tow nship,
Bucks C ounty , Pennsy lvani a.



SECTION IV: AIRPORT ZONES

In order to  carry  out the provisions of this O rdinance,  ther e are hereby  created and establi shed
certain  zones, which i nclude al l of the land ly ing beneath the appr oach surfaces, transitional
surfaces, horizontal surfaces, and conical surfaces as they apply  to Quakertown A irport and the
land surrounding it.  Such zones are shown on the Airport Zoning Map consisting of one sheet,
prepared by  G. Edwin Pidcock  Co., C onsult ing Engineers, Al lentow n, Pa. , dated A ugust 1982,
wh ich is attached to th is Ordi nance and made a part hereof.  An ar ea located in mor e than one of
the following zones is considered to be only in the zone with the more restrictive height
limi tat ion.   The vari ous zones are hereby  establ ished and defined as fol lows:

1.  Utili ty r unway  Visual Approach Zone - The inner edge of the Runway II approach
zone coincides with the width of the primary  surface and is 500 feet wide.  The approach zone
expands outward uniformly  to a width of 1,250 feet at a horizontal distance of 5,000 feet from the
prim ary  surface.  Its centerline is the cont inuation of the centerl ine of the runw ay .

2.  Utili ty R unway  Nonprecision Instrument Approach Zone - The inner edge of the
Runway  29 approach zone coincides with the width of the primary surface and is 500 feet wide. 
The approach zone expands outw ard unifor mly  to a w idth of 2,000 feet at a hori zontal di stance
5,000 feet from the primary surface.  Its centerline is the continuation of the centerline of the
runway .

3.  Tr ansit ional Zones - The transi tional zones are the areas beneath the transitional
sur faces.

4.  Horizontal Zone - The horizontal zone is establi shed by  swinging arcs of 5,000 feet
radii from the center of each end of the primary surface of each runway  and connecting the
adjacent arcs by drawing lines tangent to those arcs.  The horizontal zone does not include the
approach and transi tional zones.

5.  Conical Zone - The conical zone is established as the area that commences at the
periphery  of the hor izontal zone and extends outwar d therefrom a hor izontal di stance of 4,000
feet.

SECTION V:  AIRPORT ZONE HEIGHT LIMITATIONS

Except as otherw ise provided in th is Ordinance, no use shall be permi tted and no structu re shall
be erected, altered, or maintained, and no tree shall be allowed to grow in any zone created by this
Ordinance to a height in excess of the applicable height limit herein established for such zone. 
Such appli cable height limit ations are hereby  established for each of the zones in question as
fol lows:

1.  Utili ty R unway  Visual Approach Zone - Slopes twenty  (20) feet outward for each foot
upward beginni ng at the end of and at the same elevation as the prim ary  surface and extending to a
hor izontal  distance of 5,000 feet al ong the extended runw ay  center line.

2.  Utili ty R unway  Nonprecision Instrument Approach Zone - Slopes 20 feet outw ard for
each foot upward beginning at the end of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and
extending to a hori zontal di stance of 5,000 feet along the extended runw ay  center line.



3.  Transit ional Zones - Slope seven (7) feet outward for each foot upwar d beginni ng at
the sides of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and the approach surface, and
extending to a height of 150 feet above the airport elevation which is 526 feet above mean sea level. 
In addition to the foregoing, there are established height l imi ts sloping seven (7) feet outward for
each foot upward beginning at the sides of and at the same elevation as the approach surface, and
extending to w here they  int ersect the coni cal sur face.

4.  Hori zontal Zone - Established at 150 feet above the airpor t elevation  or at a height of
676 feet above mean sea level .

5.  Conical Zone - Slopes twenty (20) feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the
periphery  of the horizontal zone and at 150 feet above the airport elevati on and extending to a
height of 350 feet above the airport elevation.

6.  Excepted Height  Limi tat ions - Nothing in th is ordinance shall  be construed as
prohibiting the construction or maintenance of any structure, or growth of any tree to a height up
to 35 feet above the surface of the land.

SECTION VI:  USE RESTRICTIONS

Notw ith standing any  other  prov isions of thi s Ordinance, no use may  be made of land or w ater
with in any  zone establi shed by  thi s Ordinance in such a  manner as to create elect rical inter ference
with  navi gational  signal s or radio comm uni cation between the airport  and ai rcraft, make it
difficult for pil ots to distingui sh between air port l ights and other s, result in  glare in  the eyes of
pilots using the airpor t, im pair vi sibili ty  in the vicini ty  of the airpor t, create bird strik e hazards, or
otherw ise i n any  way  endanger or interfere w ith the l anding, t akeoff, or maneuver ing of ai rcr aft
intending to use the airport.

SECTION VII:   NONCONFORMING USES

1.  Regulations Not Retroactive - The regulations prescribed in thi s Ordinance shall not
be construed to requi re the removal, lower ing, or  other change or  alterati on of any  structure or
tree which was lawfully  in place but which does not conform to the regulations as of the effective
date of this Ordinance, or otherwise interfere with the continuance of a nonconforming use. 
Nothing contai ned her ein shall r equ ir e any  change in  the construct ion,  alter ati on, or i ntended use
of any structure, the construction or alteration of which was lawfully  begun prior to the effective
date of this Ordi nance, and is dil igently  prosecuted.

2.  Marking and Lighting - Notwithstanding the preceding provision of this Section, the
owner of any existing nonconforming structure or tree is hereby required to permit the
install ation,  operation, and mai ntenance thereon of such mark ers and lights as shal l be deem ed
necessary by  the Bucks County A irport Authority  to indicate to the operators of aircraft in the
vicini ty  of the airpor t the presence of such airport obstruction.  Such m arkers and light s shall be
installed, operated and maintained at the expense of the Bucks County A irport Authority .

SECTION VIII:   PERMITS

1.  Future Uses - Except as specifically  provided in a,  b, and c hereunder,  no material
change shall be made in the use of land, no structure shall be erected or otherwise established and
no tr ee shall  be plan ted in any  zone hereby  created unl ess a permit therefor shal l have been appli ed



for and granted.  Each application for a permit shall indicate the purpose for which the permit is
desired, w ith  sufficient par ticu lar ity  to permi t it  to be determined whether the resul ting use,
structure, or t ree would conform to the r egulations her ein prescribed.   If such determi nation is i n
the affirmative, the permit shall be granted.  No permit for a use inconsistent with the provisions
of this ordinance shall be granted un less a variance has been approved in accordance wi th Section
VIII,  4.

Noth ing contained in any  of the following exceptions shall  be construed as permitt ing or
int ending to perm it any  construction,  or al teration of any  structur e, or  grow th of any  tree in
excess of any of the hei ght limits established by  this Or dinance or the; Mi lford Tow nship Port ion
of the Quakertown Area Zoning Ordinance, as amended except as set forth in Section V, 6.  

a.  In the area ly ing with in the li mi ts of the hori zontal zone and conical zone, no perm it
shall be required for any tree or structure less than seventy-five feet of vertical height above the
ground,  except when, because of terrain, land contour,  or topograph ic features, such tree or
structure would extend above the height  limi t prescribed for such zones.

b.  In areas ly ing w ithin the limit s of the approach zones but at a hori zontal di stance of
not less than 4,200 feet from each end of the runw ay , no permit shall  be requir ed for any  tree or
structure less than seventy-five feet of vertical height above the ground, except when such tree or
structure would extend above the height  limi t prescribed for such appr oach  zones.

c.  In the areas lying within the limits of the transition zones beyond the perimeter of the
horizontal zone, no perm it shall  be requir ed for any  tree or structure less than seventy -five feet of
vertical height above the ground, except when such tree or structure, because of terrain, land
contour, or  topograph ic features, w ould extend above the hei ght l imit prescri bed for such
transit ion zones.

2.  Existing Uses - No permit  shall be granted that w ould all ow the establishment or
creat ion of an obstruction or  perm it a  nonconforming use,  structur e, or  tree to becom e a greater
hazard to air navigation, than it was on the effective date of this Ordinance or any amendments
thereto or than it i s when the appli cation for  a permi t is made.   Except as indicated,  all
applications for such a permit shall  be granted.

3.  Nonconfor ming U ses Abandoned or Destr oy ed - Whenever the Board of Supervi sors
of Milford T ownship determi nes that a nonconforming tr ee or structure has been abandoned or
more than  80 percent tor n dow n, phy sicall y  deter ior ated,  or decayed, no perm it shall  be gran ted
that would allow such structure or tree to exceed the applicable height limit or otherwise deviate
from the zoning regulations.

4.  Var iances - Any  person desiring to er ect or increase the height of any  structure, or
perm it the growth of any  tree, or  use property , not in  accordance w ith  the r egulations prescribed
in this Ordinance, may apply to the Zoning Hearing Board for a variance from such regulations. 
The appli cation for var iance shall be accompanied by  a determination from the Federal  Avi ation
Administration as to the effect of the proposal on the operation of air navigation facilities and the
safe, efficient use of navigable air space.  Such vari ances shall be allowed w here it  is duly  found that
a li tera l application or  enforcem ent of the regulations w il l result  in unnecessary  hardship and r elief
granted, will not be contrary to the public interest, will not create a hazard to air navigation, will
do substantial justi ce, and w ill  be in accordance wi th the spirit  of this Ordinance.  Additi onall y ,
no application for variance to the requirements of this Ordinance may be considered by the



Zoning H earing Board unless a copy  of the appli cation has been furnished to the A irport  Manager,
if any , the C hairm an of the Bucks County  Ai rport  Authori ty , and the ow ner of the real estate on
which the air port i s located for advice as to the aeronautical effects of the vari ance.  If the Airpor t
Manager , if any , the C hairman of the Bucks County  Ai rpor t Author ity , and the owner of the real
estate on which  the ai rpor t is located do not r espond to the appli cation w ith in 15 day s after
receipt, the Zoning Hearing Board may act on its own to grant or deny said application.

5.  Obstruction Marking and Lighting - Any  permit or variance granted may, if such
action is deemed advisable to effectuate the purpose of this Ordinance and be reasonable in the
circumstances, be so conditioned as to require the owner of the structure or tree in question to
install , operate and maintain, at the owner 's expense, such mark ings and lights as may be
necessary.

SECTION IX:  ENFORCEMENT

It shall be the duty of the Zoning Officer of Milford Township to administer and enforce the
regulations prescribed herein.  Applications for permits and variances shall be made to the Zoning
Officer of Mil ford Tow nship upon a form  published for that purpose.  Applications requir ed by
this Ordinance to be submitted to the Zoning Officer of Milford Township shall be promptly
considered and granted or  denied.  Application for action by  the Zoning H earing Board shall  be
forthw ith t ransmi tted by  the Zoning O fficer of Milford Township.

SECTION X:

So long as it i s requir ed to do so under  the A irport Zoni ng Act, or other statute of Pennsy lvani a,
the Zon ing Officer  and the Zoni ng H earing Board which  decides to  grant a permi t or  a var iance
under this Ordinance shall notify the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation of its decision. 
Such noti ce shall be in  wr iting and shall  be sent so as to reach that Department at l east ten (10)
day s before the date upon w hich  the deci sion i s to issue.

SECTION XI:  CONFLICTING REGULATIONS

Where there exists a conflict between any of the regulations or limitations prescribed in this
Ordinance and any other regulations applicable to the same area, including any other terms of the
Milford Township Portion of the Quakertown Area Zoning Ordinance, as amended, whether the
confli ct be w ith  respect to the height of structures or  trees, and the use of land,  or any  other
matter, the more str ingent  lim itati on or r equir ement shal l govern  and prevai l.

SECTION XII:   SEVER ABILIT Y

If any of the provi sions of this Ordinance or the appli cation thereof to any  person or
circumstances are held invalid, such inval idity  shall not affect other provisions or appl ications of
the Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this
end, the pr ovisions of this O rdinance are decl ared to be severable.

SECTION  XIII:  EFFECTIVE DAT E

WH EREAS, the immediate operation of the provisions of this Ordinance is necessary for the
preservation of the publ ic health , publi c safety  and general  welfare and this O rdinance shall  be in
full  force and effect from and after  its passage.



ENACTED and ORDA INED this 31st day  of March,  A.D.,1987.

MILFORD TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

_____________________________
Jack M Blough Jr

_____________________________
John  A M oy er

_____________________________
Charles Strunk


